30th Sunday of Ordinary Time 26 October 2025

PARISH PRIEST

Very Rev Canon
Mark B Madden
KCHS FRSA Al

This week’s Gospel, the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector, feels especially resonant
as | walk the streets of Rome, completing a three-day Jubilee Pilgrimage with 4000 Knights &
Dames of the Holy Sepulchre. It has been a week woven with grace and grandeur — from the
joy of pilgrimage and then the privilege of meeting in one day the Pope, King Charles and
Queen Camilla during their State Visit to the Vatican, to the profound unity of celebrating
during these next few days, sixty years since Nostra Aetate, when the Church turned a new
page in its relationship with the Jewish people. | will be with the Cardinal Patriarch of
Jerusalem, who will receive a special award from the British Council of Christians and Jews on
Tuesday for his work to build bridges of dialogue between Jews and Christians. We will then
join a private audience with Pope Leo alongside Jewish and Christian leaders from the UK.
They remind us that authentic prayer, like authentic encounter, begins when we step beyond
ourselves and greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Such moments are rich in ceremony — reminders of the dignity of faith, tradition, and service.
Yet the Gospel warns against mistaking honour for holiness. The Pharisee stood in the Temple,
sure of his own righteousness, while the tax collector, bowed and broken, prayed only, “God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.” Jesus tells us it was the humble man who went home justified.

Rome, with all its splendour, teaches the same truth. Beneath the marble and gold lies the
tomb of a fisherman who once fell to his knees and said, “Lord, depart from me, forlam a
sinful man.” Greatness in God’s eyes has never rested on rank, but on repentance.

As this week unfolds — bridging royalty and religion, history and hope — | am reminded that
true pilgrimage ends not in accolades, but in mercy. May | return home, like the tax collector,
forgiven and renewed, having learned that the path to exaltation always begins in humility.
Fr Mark
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PLEASE OFFER YOUR PRAYERS FOR THOSE PARISHIONERS WHO ARE CURRENTLY ILL

Joseph Mulhaney
Michael Lundon
Margaret Spencer
Peter Gibbons

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR OCTOBER

For collaboration between different religious traditions
Let us pray that believers in different religious traditions
might work together to defend and promote peace, justice,
and human fraternity
Lord in your mercy...

WEEKDAY MASSES AND SERVICES
Please note that there will be NO MASS on Friday 31* October
On Tuesday 28™ October there is a Funeral Service at St Robert Bellarmine’s for

Patricia Allerton.
May she Rest in Peace

EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY TRAINING DAYS

A further course for those who would like to become Eucharistic Ministers will take
place at the Ireneaus Centre on Saturday 14 March. If you would like to be considered
to be part of this important ministry, please see Fr Mark. We particularly need more
Ministers at St Robert Bellarmine’s.
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NOVEMBER MONTH OF REMEMBRANCE

Envelopes are now available at the back of both churches for names of loved ones
that you wish to be remembered during the month of November. Please print the
names, add a donation and bring it

back to church.

throughout the month.

Masses in remembrance will be said 4' ‘ In November
A We Remember

LIGHT OF TRUTH: ESSENTIAL TRAINING FOR CATECHISTS (ONLINE WORKSHOP),
Saturday 6 December, 9.00 to 12.00

Join the Dominican Sisters on Saturdays, from 9.00 to 12.00 noon for a short course
of 3 sessions, to discover the essential nature and principles of catechesis, the
sources of catechesis, and the best ways to prepare and deliver our catechesis. This
course is open to everyone involved or interested in any kind of catechesis for
adults, young people or children. This course is free, and the Dominican Sisters
gratefully accept any donation you may be able to contribute.
https://www.lightoftruth.uk/event-details/essential-training-for-catechists-2025-12-
06-09-00

ST ANNE & BLESSED DOMINIC, SUTTON, ST HELENS - PILGRIMAGE VISITS VISITS

From the 8th November St Anne & Blessed Dominic will be open between 2-4pm on
Saturday afternoons for pilgrimage visits. This arrangement will remain in place until
the end of December.

It is still possible to arrange visits at other times by phoning the parish office -
01744811935. The office is open every Monday and Friday.

ENGLISH MARTYRS PENSIONERS GROUP

The Pensioners have a few spare places in their group if you would like to join them.
They meet on a Tuesday in English Martyrs Parish Hall from 1-4pm.
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LECTIO FOR YOUNG ADULTS

Every Friday at 6pm at St Vincent de Paul's Church, L1 5JN, there is a "lectio" prayer
group for young adults. There will be a Mass at 6pm, followed by a short time of
sharing the Sunday readings at 6.30pm.

It's a friendly group and sometimes they also organise trips and retreats. If you want
more information please contact James: djmoroney@cantab.net or 07394 503 911

LOURDES YOUTH PILGRIMAGE 2026

Applications for the Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage with Sefton Coach 7 are LIVE now at
liverpoollourdesyouth.co.uk. Young people aged from Year 10-age of 22 are invited
to be part of Coach 7 this year (22nd-31st July 2026). The cost of the pilgrimage is
£720 but fundraising will reduce this cost. For more information email
coach7@rcaol.org.uk

HELP PLEASE!
Irenaeus Outreach and Spirituality Centre, Great Georges Road, Waterloo
are asking for our help with donations of food or personal items to help

people who are struggling and the homeless.
There is now a box at the back of St Robert’s for donations.
Thank yOU geus Prolecl

Donations left at the back of English Martyrs will continue to be given to the hub on
Moss Lane - providing support for families in our immediate local area

27 DECEMBER
CAFOD Christmas Fun Run - 27 December Pl ol ot

+ .
Christmas

Signup is open for CAFOD’s annual Fun Run!

The run will take place on 27 December at Wavertree

Sports Park and is open to all.

Run, walk, or wheel with family and friends to share

the joy of Christmas and raise money for those in

need!

Scan the QR code on the poster to Sign up, Or Search i iamiy and renas ot

Wavertree Sports Park;,

CAFOD Fun Run. Liverpool, L15 4LE

Shuarer W oy o I HRrTES — P Lot
with famnily and frienis this festive season!

Adult £10 | Child £5 | Family £20

CAF®D ~uiwws
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Exploring Faith, Work and Civic Life: Reading the Signs: Where Are We, Really?

Together Liverpool is running three linked events exploring faith, work and civic life
led by Jenny Sinclair, the third and the final one is on November 27th. The event is
aimed at Church leaders, volunteers and activists, Community organisers, local
councillors and curious neighbours, anyone interested in a deeper, hope-filled vision
of public life. More information at eventbrite.co.uk

CHURCHES TOGETHER ON MERSEYSIDE
Faith in the City Anniversary Survey

As part of the Faith in the City 40th anniversary project CTMR/Together Liverpool
are developing a manifesto that will be presented to civic leaders within the
Liverpool City Region at a 40th anniversary event taking place in November 2025.
That manifesto will be developed by asking people to contribute their perspectives
through a brief survey. Please see the link(s) below. Thank you in advance for your
time.

https://togetherliverpool.org.uk/whats-new/faith-in-the-city-survey/

THE LIVERPOOL METROPOLITAN CATHEDRAL CHOIR PRESENTS
A Celebration of Christmas — Saturday 13 December

A Celebration of Christmas returns this year on
Saturday 13 December with a night of musical cheer, _ 13
guaranteed to get you into the festive spirit. BN C | CELEBRATION

oF
A . X B CHRISTMAS
Join the Metropolitan Cathedral Choir and some

very special guests for what promises to be a
magical event for all the family.

Sing along to classic carols, enjoy traditional readings _ ]
and celebrate Christmas in the glorious surroundings g pamer §
of the Metropolitan Cathedral il

Tickets: £10 each/ £18 family, available from www.ticketsource.co.uk/metcathedral
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FEAST OF THE WEEK

SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE

Simon is eleventh in the list of the twelve Apostles.

He is known as Simon the Zealot, but nothing else is known
about him. His other name of “Simon Cananaeus” simply
adapts another Hebrew word for “zeal” and has nothing to
do with the town of Cana.

Jude, also called Thaddaeus, is the apostle who at the Last Supper asked the Lord
why he showed himself only to the disciples and not to the world. For many centuries
he was scarcely venerated because people confused him with Judas Iscariot. He is
the patron saint of lost and desperate causes.

JUBILEE ICON TOUR

As part of the celebrations marking the Jubilee Year, the Jubilee Icon has been
touring dioceses across the UK, inspiring communities with its message of hope and
renewal.

We’re delighted that at the end of October, the icon will be arriving in the
Archdiocese of Liverpool for two weeks. This is a special opportunity to encounter
the icon in person and reflect on the Jubilee theme Pilgrims of Hope.

You can see the icon on Monday 3 November (7.00pm) at St Mary’s Public Oratory,
Aughton L39 6TA or on Wednesday 5 November - (9am-4pm) at The Irenaeus Project
32 Great Georges Rd, Waterloo, Liverpool L22 1RD

A full timetable can be viewed here: (www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/news/jubilee-
icon-tour)

MICAH LIVERPOOL QUIZ NIGHT - FRIDAY 14 NOVEMBER

Micah Liverpool are hosting a Quiz Night at St Bride’s
Church, L8 7LT. Join us for a night of fun and trivia, where

all proceeds go to Micah Liverpool! Book your tickets by FRIDAY
14TH NOV 2025

sCan ning the Q R COde ST BRIDE'S CHURCH., L& TLT

DOORS OPEN 7 PM

BOOK YOUR
TICKETS
'¢r TODAY!

@micohliverposs
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ADOREMUS 2025

On Saturday 8 November, the Archdiocese of Liverpool will host Adoremus at the
Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King—a day of prayer, reflection, and
celebration at the heart of our Jubilee Year.
During the day, there will be opportunities for Mass, shared diocesan prayer,
confession, veneration of the relics of St Carlos Acutis and a range of workshops
focussed on ministry.
The full timetable can be viewed below. Everyone is warmly invited to attend all or
part of the day. If you’d like to participate in the workshops, please sign up here
(archdioceseofliverpool.churchsuite.com/events/vgaovtcw) as spaces are limited.
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Come and join us to adore the Lord Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.
There will be Eucharistic Adoration, Holy Mass,
opportunities for Reconciliation, a variety of workshops
and a shared time of diocesan prayer.
Meeting Room
09:00 Holy Mass and Exposition celebrated by Archbishop John Sherrington
Readers: Proclaiming the Word

Columba Chapel

Diving Deeper into Eucharistic
10:15 Ministry - Liz Parsons Pastoral
Development Dept.

. Guided Reflection on the
11:05 Jubilee Icon - CAFOD
Discerning, Choosing, Deciding
- Sr Lynne Baron FCJ

11:55

12:50 Ccall to Holiness - Fr Peter McGrail

- Chris Higgins

, Pastoral

Development Dept.

A celebration

of the Ministry of

Music - Mike Anderson, musician

and writer
Ministry of W

elcome - Chris

Knowles and St Vincent de Paul

Parish

14:00 shared time for diocesan prayer led by Archbishop John Sherrington

A journey through chaplaincy -
15:15 Prisons Chaplain Ken McCabe and
College Chaplain Kathryn Edmond

Archdiocese of
Liverpool

7
-
P

Children’s Liturgy - Mary Kearsley
and Margaret Jennings from Wigan
Children’s Liturgy Group

16:15 Veneration of relics of Saint Pier Giorgio Frassati & Saint Carlo Acutis

17:00 Holy Mass celebrated by Bishop Tom Neylon

All attendees under the age of 18 must be accompanied by an adult.

Scanh
to sign

Metropolitan Cathedral
«of Christ the King Liverpool

ere
up!
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EXPLORING HOPE - JUBILEE ICON EVENT, FRIDAY 7 NOVEMBER

The Archdiocese of Liverpool’s Justice and Peace Commission “Plﬂ“l“ﬁ ani
invites you to ‘Exploring Hope’, a special evening to mark s
the visit of the Jubilee Icon to our Archdiocese.

Come and see the Jubilee Icon, explore the theology of hope,

and hear reflections from CAFOD on the meaning and message [#

of the icon.

Friday 7 November, 6.00-9.00pm R

St Catherine of Siena and All Saints Church o ALL SAINTE N
GOLBORNE, WA3 3BG

This event is open to everyone in the archdiocese — i rocamer
2¥'* Liverpool
all are warmly welcome.

YOUNG ADULT SERVICE DAY- 1st NOVEMBER - St Vincent's Centre, Leeds

Looking for an opportunity to share kindness this autumn?

If you're 18-35 and would like to support the work of the St Vincent de Paul Society
(SVP), we're delighted to welcome you to join our young adult service day on 1st
November!

Beginning at 11am, with an optional 10am Mass, the day will offer a chance to give
back to the community with kindness via one of the SVP’s Community Support
Projects!

A travel bursary is available to support those who might want to get involved.

To register, please email KeziaH@svp.org.uk or call on 07917923605.

THE IRENAEUS CENTRE, COME & SEE DAY: ‘LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY’

On Saturday 8 November the Irenaeus Centre is hosting a come & see day with
keynote speaker Maria Burgess. The day is expected to begin at 10:00 and
conclude by 16:00. Suggested donation of £10. Please bring a packed lunch.
For further details contact: jenny@irenaeus.co.uk or call 0151 949 1199

COFFEE MORNING

Join us after mass at St Robert’s on Sunday mornings for
a cup of tea, coffee and a biscuit in the George Inch Hall.
All are welcome.
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LIVERPOOL HOPE UNIVERSITY - SUNDAY MASS

AN members of the University
Sunday Mass will recommence this Sunday (26th October) at 10 s orhe caleraton o /4(/5
r i

Liverpool Hope University. Mass will take place at 5.30pm in the eATHOLIC

Chapel on Hope Park Campus each Sunday during term time. SUNDRY MASS
This Mass is in addition to the weekly 12.15pm Thursday e . A
lunchtime Mass. 5.30PM VRS .
All members of the university community are welcome to attend. flsﬂm::min '
Contact Fr Peter Murphy (p.murphy@rcaol.org.uk) for more

information. HOPE PARK CHAPEL
LIVERPOOL HOPE UNIVERSITY

ADOREMUS 2025 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

All are invited to join Adoremus 2025 at the
Metropolitan Cathedral on
Saturday 8 November, 9.00am-5.00pm.

/.ﬂl IL‘Ii\.\

Come and spend time with the Lord in Metropolitan Cathedral
Eucharistic Adoration,Holy Mass, and shared prayer, of Christ the King Liverpoal
with workshops and opportunities for Confession

throughout the day. We’re also looking for volunteers to help welcome and

assist pilgrims.

If you’d like to get involved, please email the Pastoral Development department at
PD@rcaol.org.uk

ST ROBERT’S OVER 50's CLUB

The Over 50's Club meet in St Robert’s parish centre on Thursday afternoons between
1.00 and 3.00pm. and is open to all.

Why not pop along and join in the fun - tea and coffee are available and, for a small
charge, there is a raffle and a couple of games of Bingo for you to enjoy.
Regular members are asked to make a payment of £1.50 per week
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ROSARY MATERIALS - GET INVOLVED!

The Pastoral Development Department and the communications team are working
together to create some materials on the rosary for October and we would love for
you to get involved!

If you, or someone in a rosary group in your parish would be happy to speak about
one of the mysteries of the rosary and what it means to you - either by being filmed
or providing a voiceover - please get in touch! You can email the communications
team on: communications@rcaol.org.uk

THANK YOU - to the small group of people who attended last week’s meeting to
discuss the seven questions relating to the Parish Development Plan. The findings
will now be collated and passed on to the Deanery Strategy Group who, in turn, will
collate and then feed back to the Archdiocese Synodal Council. All are welcome to
join online to that meeting - details are shown below:

ARCHDIOCESAN SYNODAL COUNCIL,1 NOVEMBER - JOIN ONLINE

The third meeting of the Archdiocesan Synodal Council (ASC) takes place on
Saturday 1 November at the St Margaret Clitherow Centre, Liverpool — and everyone

in the Archdiocese is warmly invited to join online.
This will be the first ASC presided over by Archbishop John, who will give his
keynote address at 1.10pm.

You might also like to join at:

10.30am for the Welcome and Opening Prayer
10.50am for reports and updates on progress since the last ASC
11.20am for the Deanery reports and conversations in the Spirit
1.10pm for Archbishop John’s address
3.00pm for the final blessing

Archdiocesan Synodal Council
- Join Online!

Join the meeting online by scanning the QR code.

The third meeting of the Archdiocesan
Synodal Council (ASC) takes place on
Saturday 1 November at the S5t Margaret
Clitherow Centre, Liverpool = and
everyone in the archdiocese is warmly
invited to join online.

i " Liverpool
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CHRISTMAS OUTINGS AND FUNDRAISING
FRIDAY 21°* NOVEMBER 2025 - CHATSWORTH HOUSE

Day Coach trip to Chatsworth House for their Christmas Extravaganza
and Christmas Markets. This is always a popular trip as the

market is excellent with many stalls and places to eat.

Cost is £65 which includes entry to the House, garden light trail

and the Markets. The decorations in the house are spectacular

with each room having a different theme and the dressed

Christmas trees will take your breath away!

MONDAY 22" DECEMBER 2025 - LIVERPOOL PHILHARMONIC HALL SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS

This is a wonderful evening of classic carols, seasonal readings, audience singalongs and festive
fun, all wrapped up and delivered by the fabulous baritone Benjamin Appl. He'll be hosting the
entire extravaganza and of course treating us to some musical magic along the way. Last year’s
performance was amazing and was also very popular with everyone. Cost for this one is £60
which includes your ticket and transport to and from the Hall.

As usual, a £10 deposit will secure your place on either of the above. Name and deposit to
either Parish Office please.

BACK BY VERY POPULAR DEMAND! IRISH GUARDS CHOIR CONCERT

We again have the Irish Guards Choir joining us for an afternoon of entertainment on Saturday
29™ November. This was an absolutely wonderful few hours last year. The choir perform twice
during the afternoon giving us some ‘golden oldies’ and a festive sing-a-long. We will have a fun
Christmas tombola. Tickets for this are now on sale at the back of both Churches.

Entry is £3 - a bargain for a lovely afternoon’s entertainment

CHRISTMAS BINGO

Christmas Bingo in English Martyrs will be on Wednesday 10" December. Put it in your diary -
tickets will be on sale nearer the time

DONATIONS PLEASE!
We would be very grateful for any donations of bottles/fancy goods etc to
assist in our Christmas fundraisers.
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Masses and Services for the coming week

9.30am 11.00am

Sunday 26th October Stephen McQuade Brian Murray

Sanctuary Lamp Our Lady & St Rita Catherine Malcolm

10.00am
Monday 27th October Jane Wood

10.00am
Susan Bolger

Tuesday 28th October 11.00am
Funeral Service

Patricia Allerton

Wednesday 29th October NO MASS NO MASS

10.00am

Thursday 30th October Michael O’Neill

NO MASS
Friday 31st October

Saturday 1st November NO MASS NO MASS

11.00am
Anne Kelly and
Rene Carey

9.30am
People of the Parish

Sunday 2nd November

Ulo T JZ06 5471 g artyrs@rcaol.Org. uk

Engiisirvartyrs office
Office hours Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am - 2.30pm

School Lane, Litherland,L21 7LX
St Robert Bellarmine Office 0151922 1352 strobert@rcaol.org.uk
Orrell Road, Bootle, L20 6DZ Office hours Tues, Wed, Fri 9.30am - 1.30pm
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